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1 A.D. 301 TO 400

Backward to A.D. 201 to 300
Although the beginnings had been seen earlier, this century is usually listed as the crucial one for the
fall of Rome. Central and western Europe became more and more important as both Celtic and Germanic
peoples, now more or less "civilized", began to dominate their respective areas. The Near East slowly
declined as the Roman Empire waned, with only Byzantium showing signs of vigorous life. Even China was
in disarray and India was probably the most stable and progressive of all the Old World areas at this time.

1.1 THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
The newly organized Christian Church began to make itself felt in world aairs, even though there was
already a splitting of the Christians into many factions. The Council of Nicaea in 325 condemned Arianism
as heretical, to begin one of the major divisions. The priest Arius had subordinated the "Son" to the
"Father". Other heresies including the Manichists, Donatists and Monophysites will be mentioned below.
In the main line of the church, the "elders" were already being superseded by a hierarchy of bishops and
now a full-scale diocesan framework appeared, modeled on that of the Roman Empire. Three of what have
been called "the four fathers"1 of the Latin church lived in this century: St. Jerome (320-400), translator
of the Bible from Greek to Latin; St. Ambrose (340-397), Archbishop of Milan, who wrote Duties of the
Clergy; and St. Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hippo, who introduced an essence of Greek philosophy into
Christianity. The fourth "father", Pope Gregory, we shall meet in the 6th century. (Ref. 213)
In A.D. 367 Athanasius, the powerful Archbishop of Alexandria ordered all apocryphal books with "heretical" tendencies to be purged and it is probable that the Gnostic Gospels referred to in previous chapters
were hidden at this time. In the section on ASIA MINOR in this chapter, we shall examine the eect of the
Emperor Constantine the Great on Christianity.

1.2 INTERNATIONAL JEWRY
Thus far we have limited our discussions of the Jews and their religion to the sections on ISRAEL, but since
many were widely dispersed after the Romano-Jewish Wars, it seems appropriate to relate the fate of these
people on an international level from this chapter on. The adoption of Christianity in the Roman Empire
in this century made a change for the worse for the many Jews distributed throughout. It was not long
before they were forbidden to proselytize, build new synagogues, own Christian slaves or hold political oce
in many areas. (Ref. 68)
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