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The Pacic Ocean makes up one-half of the globe on which we live and if we exclude Australia, the total
amount of land existing as islands in this massive amount of water is almost innitesimal. Yet many of these
tiny islands are of great interest because of the continuing controversies about the origin of their people and
method of settlement. It has been impossible to show the entire Pacic on a diagrammatic map on the scale
we have selected, so the large map on the second page ahead shows only essentially the south Pacic and
omits the far eastern and western expanses, even then. The chief components of this geographical area will
be outlined below.

1 AUSTRALIA AND THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
Because of the lack of space on the next page map, an additional, same scale drawing of Australia is shown
below. After one records what little is known about the pre-history of this continent, as will be noted in the
text, no more information is available until the 16th century C.E. when Europeans rst visited the land.
The islands of the Pacic are usually divided into three groups. In the western side of the ocean, but
north of the equator are the various groups of tiny islands, chiey of coral origin, which are known collectively
as Micronesia. Wake Island, the Marianas and the Caroline are examples of this group. Still in the western
Pacic but south of the equator is Melanesia, so called because of the dark skins and Negroid features
of the inhabitants. The Solomons, Hebrides and New Caledonia are examples of these basically volcanic
islands. Finally, in the eastern half of the Pacic there is the so-called Polynesian triangle with the Hawaiian
Islands at the apex, New Zealand in the southwest corner and Easter Island at the southeast point. One
must realize that, excluding New Zealand, making any dot visible to the naked eye on any large scale map,
makes the land far out of proportion. In correct perspective, they should be only microscopic points.

Figure 1: Australia
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Figure 2: The Pacic
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