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1 THE FAR EAST
Back to The Far East: 500 to 401 B.C.

1.1 CHINA AND MANCHURIA (Warring States Period of the Chou Dynasty)
The "Warring States" period continued, with chaos, corruption and division of the country. Even so, in
the midst of this there was a profuse development of philosophies with rabid intellectual discussions as in
earlier Athens. Mencius was a successor to Confucius who re-stated the latter's views and modied them
so that he contributed greatly to the survival of Confucianism. Very dierent although not incompatible
with Confucianists were the Legalists, who believed man basically bad and therefore must be curbed by
stringent laws. The Naturalists had introduced the Yin (female) and Yang (male) principles which persist
in Chinese thought even today. Taoism was expanded in this period to say that everything in a material
world was relative, and that concepts existed only as contrasts. Eleven cities were considered to be very
large, including the Ch'i capital, Lin-tze, consisting of 70,000 households, in modern Shantung province. By
325 B.C. regional lords had begun to call themselves "kings". Chopsticks were used in China at least by 400
B.C. Although Chinese tradition teaches that irrigation practices were still more ancient, it was in this and
the next century that they were used on a large scale, along with intensive land clearing and the necessary
hydraulics. (Ref. 46, 213, 260)
The marshy coastal districts did not lend themselves to charioteering so the infantry armies of the
southeastern states of Wu and Yueh began to dominate the battles; chariot ghting declined and by 300
B.C. there were infantry masses in the hundreds of thousands. But in the far west and north, the non-Chinese
nomads had developed cavalry for new assaults on China. (Ref. 101)
It is said that about 329 B.C. a Chinese general conquered the Tien Kingdom of Yunnan and settled
there, introducing the Chinese culture to this region although it did not come under direct Chinese control
until the 7th century C.E.. Recent excavations have shown a Bronze Age culture there with some indication
of the use of iron. The art of the Yunnan people, including animal drawings, seems related to the people of
the steppes of Asia. (Ref. 101, 176)

1.2 JAPAN
The Jomon hunting and shing culture continued, with a mixed population, as indicated previously. (Ref.
45)
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1.3 KOREA
No new information available for this century.

1.4 SOUTHEAST ASIA
The peoples of Southeast Asia had developed a complex agricultural civilization by this period, growing
chiey rice but also domesticated tubers and legumes, especially yams1 . Their work animals were the ox and
water bualo. Bronze was not used in Vietnam until this century, although it had been used in Thailand
for some 3,200 years and in China for 900 years. The reason for the slow spread of the metal is unknown.
Burmese cotton was the best in the world and was exported in large quantities to India. (Ref. 176, 213)
Forward to The Far East: 300 to 201 B.C.

Choose Dierent Region
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Intro to Era
Africa
America
Central and Northern Asia
Europe
The Indian Subcontinent
The Near East
Pacic

1 This refers to large tuberous roots of the climbing vines of the genus Dioscorea and is not the same plant as the sweet
potato of America which is sometimes called a "yam" but is the root of the Convolvulaceae family
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