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1 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE
2 Grade 9
3 A TRUE SENSE OF FREEDOM
4 Module 21
5 DIRECT AND REPORTED SPEECH
5.1 ACTIVITY 1:
5.2 To identify and use direct and reported speech correctly
5.3 [LO 2.5]
•

Freedom of speech is a right that is rated very highly by teenagers, journalists and almost every other
human being. When we repeat a message or give our opinion, it is our responsibility to speak clearly
and correctly. There should be no ambiguity about what we have said.

• Direct speech

refers to the exact words of the speaker.

1. It is indicated by inverted commas, also known as quotation marks or speech marks.
2. It can be introduced by a verb such as `said' or `asked', but there are many others
3. If the spoken words are given rst, then they are followed by a comma, exclamation mark or question
mark, never a full stop.
4. The rst word after the initial inverted comma begins with a capital letter, e.g.
Mary said, Sir, I do not have my homework here, or
Sir, I do not have my homework here, said Mary.

• Reported speech
1. Has no inverted commas.
2. The introductory verbs are linked to the reported speech by `that', `if ' and `whether'.
3. Pronouns change from 1

st

or 2

nd

rd

Person to 3

Person.

4. If the introductory verb is in the past tense, then the reported speech must also be in
the past tense.
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1. Adverbs of time and place change and some adjectives change too.
2. Commands and exclamations are dierent and need to be given
special attention, e.g.
Children, sit down! Mr Jacobs said.
Mr Jacobs told the children to sit down.
Whee, this game is exciting, the little girl shouted.
The little girl shouted excitedly that that game was exciting.

•

Read the following notes carefully. Using a telephone correctly is a basic business skill, which will help
you in any profession.

Exercise on changing direct speech to reported speech
1. Charles said, I saw Rosemary yesterday. (3)
2. Jannie shouted, Ouch, I burnt myself ! (4)
3. Mr Mbisi commanded, Neil. Come here! (1)
4. Why can't I go now? asked Ingrid. (3)
5. Rafeeq said, I feel so tense today. (3)

Change REPORTED speech to DIRECT speech
6. The girl shouted happily that she had won.
7. Her mother asked her if that was the truth.
8. Thandi told Heinrich to do his homework before the next day.
9. The learner thanked the principal formally.

5.4 ACTIVITY 2:
5.5 To examine how language is used to construct gender, race, the environment, health etc.
and to suggest ways of re-writing texts to create other possibilities
5.6 [LO 6.5.3]
exactly what you want to about people, whether it is a biased opinion or not. Biased words have connotations,
which can sway us to believe a certain view. For example, a poet once said that an elderly woman could be
described in three ways, namely:
that dear old soul
that old woman
that old witch
It is obvious from this example that we will think favourably of the woman in the rst example, that the
second statement is insulting and that the last statement gives a very negative impression.
We should not form any opinion about someone before we know that person. We should never pre-judge
anyone. We should also remain impartial to any biased words until we can examine the facts critically. We
should also reject any biased words which are hurtful or which discriminate against anyone. After all, we
have the right to be treated equally.

•

In pairs, write down some words, which could be considered biased words. Also discuss why they are
biased.

•
•
•

The following words could be considered sexist. Next to each give a more neutral word. The rst two
have been done for you.

•
•
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More neutral word
1. Foreman

Supervisor

2. Workmen

Workers

3. manpower
4. newsman
5. spokesman
6. statesman
7. watchman
8. man
9. salesman
10 chairman
11 servicemen
12 ancient man

Table 1
•

Remember, if we want respect, we need to respect others by not using any words, which may be
considered derogatory. This means we do not use words, which insult other people.

•

5.7 ACTIVITY 3:
5.8 To express ideas and feelings about self in a reective essay
5.9 [LO 4.1.1]
The following essay will give you an opportunity to think about your life and to jot down your
thoughts and opinions.
• You are required to write an essay of 200  250 words
• Your educator will want to see evidence of planning and
•
• Tips

on

ONE of the topics that follow.

editing.

1. Your mind map could be words, a diagram or just headings, but must be logical.
2. Write neatly at all times and never use erasing uid.
3. Vary the length of sentences and paragraphs.
4. Link the paragraphs.
5. When editing, check tense, concord, spelling and punctuation especially.

•
• Topics
1. We often dene who we are through our relationships with others.
relationships you have experienced? How have they shaped your life?'
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Write an essay in which you reect on the signicance of one of these relationships.
1. `People have dierent dreams. Some are short term; others far in the future.'
Write an essay in which you state that you want it all.
1. `Most people have values which are a basis for choices they make.

Which are the values that are

signicant to you and that inuence the way you treat other people?'
Write about these values.
1. As a teenager, you are on the threshold of adult life.

Given what you have learnt this year about

yourself and your abilities, what do you think the future has in store for you?
Give your views on this.
5. As a young South African, how do you feel about the future of our country? Do you think young
people should be optimistic or pessimistic about the diversity of what in our country?
Consider these questions in an essay.
1. Young children are sometimes described as very cruel towards children who are dierent from them.
Children can also be bullies. Some children enjoy teasing others. Do you ever nd yourself treating
others badly? How can we be sure that children will grow up to be responsible adults who support the
basic rights that we have learnt about in this module?
Discuss.

•

Look up the meanings of the vocabulary learnt in this booklet.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Democracy:
Genocide:
Negotiation:
Discrimination:
Sexism:
Community:
Petition:
Mediation:
Bias:
Freedom:
Rights:
Responsibilities:
Diversity:
Derogatory:
Pseudonym:
Prejudice:
Salutation:
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6 Assessment
LO 2

Speaking
The learner will be able to communicate condently and eectively in spoken language in a range of

situations.
We know this when the learner:

2.2 communicates ideas, facts and opinions on challenging topics accurately and coherently, using a wide
range of factual oral text types (e.g. explanations of technological processes such as how to use a computer
or video player);
2.4 demonstrates a range of complex interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions,
conversations, debates, group interviews and surveys;
2.5 gives oral presentations condently and creatively, paying attention to:
pausing and variation in tempo and volume at key points;
purpose and audience;
posture, gesture, body language and facial expressions to engage audience interest;
variety in presentation modes;
register;
tone;
degree of formality;
dierent social and cultural conventions;
appropriate gurative devices such as climax; (climax, anti-climax, etc.).
LO 4

Writing
The learner will be able to write dierent kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of
purposes.
We know this when the learner:

write a wide range of imaginative text:
4.1.1 to express imagination, ideas and feelings about self and others;
produces a wide range of factual written and multimedia texts for various purposes, using a wide range of
visual and design elements where appropriate by means of e-mail, reports on current issues, advertisements,
posters, book reviews, lm reviews, eyewitness accounts, newspaper reports, curriculum vitae, agenda and
minutes of meetings.
LO 6

Language Structure and Use
The learner will know and be able to use the sounds, words and grammar of the language to create and
interpret texts.
We know this when the learner:

works with words:
6.1.5 explains and uses word families and words of the same eld to develop vocabulary in context;
6.5 develops critical language awareness, for example:
6.5.3 examines how language is used to construct gender, race, the environment, health, etc., and how
the reader is positioned  suggests ways of rewriting texts to create other possibilities.

7 Memorandum
ACTIVITY 1
Learners should be well versed in this already so only a quick revision is necessary. Let them practise
orally by asking learners to give sentences and letting others report that sentence to the rest of the class.

Memorandum:

1. Charles said that hehad seen Rosemary the day before. (3)
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2. Jannie shouted in pain that hehad burnt himself. (4)
3. Mr Mbisi commanded Neil to come there. (1)
4. Ingrid asked why shecouldn't go then. (3)
5. Rafeeq said that hefelt so tense that day. (3)
6. The girl shouted,  Hurrah, I'vewon! (3)
7. Her mother asked her,  Isthis the truth? (2)
8. Thandi said  Heinrich, do your homework before tomorrow. (3)
9. The learner said,  Thank you, Sir. (2)
ACTIVITY 2
This is an exercise which must be handled very carefully because learners may agree that certain names
should not be used because they are discriminating or derogatory, they may begin to sling terms around
and begin to nd them very amusing. You need to rst explain to them the serious aect that such words
have on the person who is the victim of such abuse. Begin with words which are used in the school context
 even words which seem innocent, such as `nerd' or `babe' or `geek', etc. Then go to terms which are used
to refer to dierent nationalities, such as `jewboy', `redneck', etc. Let them do the exercise and discuss their
contributions. It is important to stress the eects of these words. Explain that this prejudice is undesirable
in all contexts. Then, move onto a discussion regarding the battle of the sexes. It would be interesting to
speak about the woman's role in society throughout the ages, the emancipation of women, the
abuse of women, but also issues like women in the workplace, sexual harassment and the eects of all
these changes on men.
One could even have informal forum discussions on this. Divide the class into groups of 5 with a chairman
(chairperson) elected in each group and give each group a dierent aspect to discuss. They are then given 10
minutes to prepare. They discuss the topic for ten minutes and then the rest of the class may ask questions
or add comments through the chairman. This is a good exercise to teach learners to give their opinion in an
acceptable manner instead of just shouting and not listening.
Before looking at the exercise, remind the learners that it is sometimes dicult to nd a suitable term
to replace words which seem sexist.

Tell learners that some extremist would possibly nd some words

unacceptable which we may not. Some words have to be used just to make life easier and are not intended
to be sexist. For example, the word `history' has nothing whatsoever to do with gender. The use of `he in
a sentence is also often used merely because it is obvious. For example, A learner must do his work if he
wishes to pass. One could write A learner must do his or her work if he or she wishes to pass, but this is
unnecessary. One could change the sentence to plural so that both sexes are included. Learners must do
their work, if they wish to pass.

Memorandum:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personnel/ sta/ workers
Journalist/ reporter
Representative
Diplomat/ politician
Guard
Humanity/ human-beings/ human race/ people
Sales rep./ salesperson
Chair/ (mention if woman, then often addressed as Madam chair)
Soldiers
Ancestors

ACTIVITY 3
You need to go through the dierent aspects of writing an essay thoroughly before the learners even
consider putting pen to paper.
thoughts.

Explain and illustrate how a mind map helps to create order in one's

Once the basic outline has been done, stress that the introduction and conclusion needs to be

done. The introduction must be eective and grab the reader's attention.
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Discuss possible ways to begin. For example, a quote, a rhetorical question, an anecdote, a brief dialogue,
a description of a setting, etc. The conclusion must be relevant to the rest of the essay. It could refer to
the introduction, summarise the thoughts or ideas in the essay, challenge the reader, contain a personal
comment, etc.
Then, discuss the writing of paragraphs.

It is important to teach the learners about ways of linking

sentences by means of, for example, repeating the last words of the previous sentence, or using co-ordinate
conjunctions such as `and' or `but' or using adverbs such as `however' or `therefore'.

One could also use

`rstly', `secondly', etc. if you are giving examples to illustrate a point.
Then, explain about the variation of sentences and paragraphs as far as length is concerned so that the
essay becomes more than just words on the page.
It is also important to stress the importance of editing. Discuss the rubric before the learner hands in
the nal product.
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