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•

We live in a world of inequalities  one person is very good at sport and another not at all; one person
is talented and another not; one is very rich and another very poor. And there are many possibilities
between the extremes. A person is born with or without talent in sport, or maybe with just a little
talent, and there is not much that we can do about it. Your parents (who determine the genes with
which you are born) determine your talents and abilities.

But wealth is something dierent.

Birth

doesn't play a role in how much money or property you will eventually have. It is possible to be born
as the child of extremely rich parents but, if you do not learn how to manage your wealth, it is possible
to lose everything and die a pauper.

In the same way there are many examples of people born in

poverty, who, through their own eorts, have changed their circumstances.

6 Activity 1:
7 To provide possible reasons for poverty/wealth
8 [LO 3.1]

four
possible

Take two 70-year old people. One is wealthy and the other destitute. Have a group discussion and list
reasons why these two people nd themselves in their present condition. Try to provide the widest

variety
•
•

of reasons:

Possible reasons for the wealth of the wealthy person:
Possible reasons for the poverty of the destitute person:
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9 Just as there are rich and poor people, there are rich and poor countries.
There are obvious reasons for the wealth and the poverty of various countries.
The availability of resources gives one a leading advantage in the race for wealth. If a country has natural
resources, this creates the rst link in the economic chain of the country. Mining, developing and processing
such resources creates job opportunities for the inhabitants of the country who are then able to earn an
income, become independent, and provide for their families. When the income is high enough, part of it is
paid to the state in the form of taxes. The government uses these taxes to bring about further development,
which creates more job opportunities.

This in turn generates more income and nally greater economic

growth.
However, when we look at the map that shows the availability of natural resources, it becomes clear why
we have a rich north and a poor south.

Figure 1

The economy of a country is further stimulated if the resources or produced goods are exported. This
means that the resource material is sold, either directly or indirectly, to another country. In this way the
seller acquires money from another country (foreign exchange) that can be used domestically for further
development. Production is increased, which creates more job opportunities and generates higher income.

10 Activity 2:
11 To identify rich and poor countries
12 [LO 1.2]
Study the past few weeks' business news in the newspapers and talk to your parents in order to get examples
of rich and poor countries.

•
•

Five rich countries:
Five poor countries:

13 Assessment
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Learning Outcomes(LOs)
LO 1

GEOGRAPHICAL ENQUIRY

The learner will be able to use enquiry skills to investigate geographical

and environmental concepts and processes.
Assessment standards(ASe)
We know this when the learner:

•

identies sources of information, including simple statistics, to help answer the question about a
social or environmental issue or problem;

•

selects and records relevant information from sources for specic purposes (including recording and
observing in the eld);

1.4 uses information to propose solutions to problems;1.5 reports on enquiries, through discussion, debate,
structured writing, graphs, tables, maps and diagrams.

Table 1
LO 3
EXPLORING ISSUESThe learner will be able to make informed decisions about social and environmental
issues and problems.
We know this when the learner:

•

identies inequalities within and between societies;

•

analyses some of the factors that lead toward social and environmental inequality at dierent geographical scales and in dierent places;

•

evaluates actions that lead to the sharing of resources and reducing poverty in a particular context.

Table 2
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