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Figure 1: Members of Britain's royal family still captivate audiences around the world, but they have
limited involvement in the day-to-day operations of their country's government. (Photo courtesy of
HerryLawford/ickr)

Dubbed the wedding of the century by journalists, dignitaries, and commoners alike, the April 29, 2011,
nuptials of Prince William and Catherine Middleton ignited a media frenzy months before the ceremony even
took place. Thousands of journalists reported on the ceremony, and the New York Times estimated that 3
billion viewers watched the bride and groom exchange vows (Lyall 2011). In the weeks leading up to the
event, speculation about the wedding was a frequent topic of conversation on televised news shows as well as
in everyday conversation. When the morning of the wedding nally arrived, nearly a million British citizens
lined its procession route to catch a glimpse of the royals making their way to the palace.
The popularity of Will and Kate, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, did not diminish when the
ceremony concluded.

Competing tabloids began to feature headlines that proclaimed divorce, pregnancy,

and other sensational events in the couple's life, while others focused on the particulars of Kate's hairstyles,
dresses, and hats. Still other media focused their attention on the philanthropic endeavors of the duke and
duchess, who frequently use their inuence to promote charitable endeavors.
Despite their appeal and link to a long-standing monarchy, William and Kate, along with the other British
royals, do not enjoy the same power their predecessors commanded in history. Instead, their role is largely
symbolic. While Henry VIII, for instance, had the authority to order executions and make important state
decisions based on what some might consider personal whims, today's monarchs are more akin to celebrities
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who possess the wealth and fame to support their favorite causes.
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