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Although Texas Baptist women continued to a�rm their acceptance of the Bible as an authoritative

source for role de�nition throughout the period from 1880 to 1920, their interpretation of the biblical mes-

sage shifted its focus during that time. Passages that stressed restriction and submission were gradually

de-emphasized and those that promoted freedom and participation were brought forward. Interpretative

methods that centered on speci�c legalities gave way to a search for general principles; there was less empha-

sis on complexities of doctrine and more on illustrations of piety. The insinuation of secular social thought

justi�ed the movement toward egalitarianism and the pragmatic inclusion of women to achieve denomina-

tional goals. Despite clear movement in the direction of woman's emancipation, however, limits to her power

were clearly imposed in the family and in church leadership. The following chapters will address the ways

in which these ideas, their modi�cations, and their limitations were expressed in the character and activities

of speci�c women.
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